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	CKC in 2011:
Here we go with another exciting year.  It seems just like yesterday that we were beginning our first meeting with big plans.  Thank you to all of our new members, and returning members.  Let’s have a wonderful year and always remember, our focus is about nurturing our friendships, children, and organization. 
New Meeting Spot:

How many have seen the new facilities?  We are meeting once a month the first Wednesday at: 

Aspiranet 
Fountain Court Plaza 
1001 Tower Way, Suite # 110 
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Yes, childcare is still provided for the bargain price of 5 dollars per family. 

CKCKids.Org

Have you seen the website? 
We have a lot of things going on!!!  
Our Mission Statement:  
Our mission is to assist all caregivers of foster/adopt/kinship children by offering our experience, support, training, understanding and love.  Our goal is to work closely with agencies, each other, and community partners to meet the needs of caregivers and to assist in better outcomes for these children and families. 

Questions and Answers:
Q: How much is the Membership fee?

A: 40 Dollars per year, with all proceeds going to our local CKC group. 
Q: Who provides training?

A: We have aligned ourselves with Bakersfield College Foster and Kinship Care Education Program.  Each monthly meeting will have a different topic. 

Q: Do you offer childcare at the meetings?

A: Yes, childcare is offered, for a mere $5 per family, per night.
Q: Where is the CKC Meeting Located?
A:   Aspiranet 

Fountain Court Plaza 

1001 Tower Way, Suite # 110 

Bakersfield, CA 93309

Q: Can I bring Food and Drinks to the meeting.

A: No it is not allowed in the Partnership Building.
Q: When are the meetings?

A: We meet from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.

Q: Do I have to join the CKC at my first meeting? 

A: No, the first meeting is free, and we just would like you to see what we are all about. 

Q: Can I join if I am an F.F.A?

A: Yes, all Kern County Caregivers are welcome.
Q: How can I get involved?
A: Come to any of our meetings, Join our group, and then begin helping us build a brighter future for our Kern County Children.


	Tentative 2011 Events Schedule:

 

Event Item
Date, Time, Location
Christmas Party:  Please bring a side dish to share and drinks for your family. 
Saturday, 12-17-11, 10am to 2pm, Norris Road Veterans Hall-Alternate NOR Riverview Center on Willow 

Membership Welcome Potluck 

January or February 2012

Growing Events:

Do you have a suggestion for future Events? Let us know your ideas at the next meeting or by emailing CKC at questions@ckckids.org.

The Benefits of CKC Membership.

· Local Training and Support.

· The opportunity to join with others for the betterment of children, adults, and members.

· Access to family events and outings. 
The Goals of CKC: 

· Support all caregivers

· Safeguard children in our homes

· Network with Child Welfare Agencies

· Socialize events for families

· Education and information on current policies and regulations.

· Share ideas in a friendly atmosphere.
Our CKC Elected Officials:

Board Members: 

President: Vicki Murphy

Vice President: Jean Miller

Secretary: Kelley Brown

Treasurer: Gayla Gibson

Chaplain: Betty Nieto

Parliamentarian: Opal Morland
We also have openings for committee planers, organizers, and general help.  As always, feel free to give us a call or help where you feel the need. 
Upcoming Training Schedule.  You must pre register by 6:15 p.m.  You will then receive 1.5 hours of training. 

Date

Time

Topic

Facilitator

12/07/11

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Building Self-Esteem

Melissa Bradex, Elem. Teacher, Former Foster Youth and Relative Caregiver

1/04/12

6:30-8:00 p.m.

AB12 - Fostering Connections to Success (Extend Foster Care Age Limit)

Linda Switzer, KCDHS Staff Development

2/01/12

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Building Relationships

Maria Bermudez, KCDHS Ombudsman

3/07/12

6:30-8:00 p.m.

ADHD - Signs Symptoms and Help

Dian Schneider, Resource Specialist H.E.A.R.T.S. Connection

4/04/12

6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Verbal De-escalating/Redirection Techniques

Cherilyn Price, LCSW KCDHS Adoptions Supervisor

5/02/12

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Peer Pressure/Bullying

April Dominguez, KCSOS Prevention Programs

6/06/12

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Individualized Education Program (IEP) for Children in Your Care

Dian Schneider, Resource Specialist H.E.A.R.T.S. Connection













